Washington State is home to many non-profits, foundations, companies, universities and communities that are

alleviating poverty and promoting economic development and social justice through innovative technology and

product development, research and education, policy and advocacy. Our findings show diverse non-profit and

academic contributions, with opportunities to expand the private sector’s engagement with issues of economic

development, poverty and social justice.

163 non-profit organizations & foundations address poverty and promote economic development and social justice internationally

99 non-profit organizations & foundations focus on global economic development, poverty and social justice within the U.S.

74 private sector companies alleviate poverty and promote economic development and social justice through product

development, business practices and philanthropy

64 university-based centers produce world-class poverty, economic development and social justice research, engage in
community outreach and teach the next generation of global citizens

Surveys were completed by 186 non-profit organizations and foundations addressing issues of economic development, poverty

and social justice.

Community leadership: 111 organizations focus on community
development, and 97 focus on education & literacy.

Social justice: 67 non-profits address inequality, 38 promote
human rights, 32 support democracy and political participa-
tion and 20 focus on fair trade.

Economic development: 59 groups promote employment and
income generation, 32 specialize in microfinance, and 12
focus on international trade.

Technology: 32 organizations contribute to transportation is-
sues and 28 to internet and communication technologies.

Global focus: 12 organizations hold expertise in foreign
policy, international trade and/or fair trade, 19 focus on secu-
rity, conflict and violence and 12 on migration.

Public awareness, education & training: These approaches
predominate within the non-profit and foundation sector.

A focus on skills and services: 41% of organizations provide
service delivery and capacity buildings skills, 40% focus on
technology assistance and 18% on technology development.

Collaboration: 77% of the non-profit organizations and founda-
tions identified that they collaborate with other organizations
domestically and 40% have collaborations internationally, mainly
with other non-profits.

Washington’s non-profit poverty, economic development and
social justice organizations work on all continents, and focus on
both international and domestic issues. 51% work internation-
ally, with 49% contributing their efforts domestically. The greatest
number of non-profits work internationally in the Americas (58),

followed by Asia (43) and Africa (42).
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The study identified 74 companies headquartered in Washington State addressing poverty and promoting economic development

and social justice through responsible corporate citizenship.

Education: Washington State’s companies improve education and
increase literacy through both service provision
(21 products and services) and philanthropic activities (68 projects).

Economic development and decreased inequality: Over 100
philanthropic activities promote economic development and work
to address economic and social inequality.

Job creation: The private sector promotes sustainable develop-
ment through a focus on employment and income generation
activities through philanthropy (38 projects) and service provision
(13 products and services).

Development of products and services: 43 products and services
have been identified that span a diversity of issues including
infernational and fair trade, microfinance, income generation,
transportation, and community building.

Responsible business practices: 46 companies promote economic
development and social justice and alleviate poverty through
sustainable business principles and operations which range from
employee gift and education programs to using fair trade prod-
ucts in their operations.

Leadership in philanthropy: More than 90 philanthropic projects
supported by Washington’s businesses have been identified thus
far, addressing a diversity of issues including the internet and
communication (25), conflict and violence (11}, human rights (28),
housing (11), transportation (7) and microfinance (7).

For the private sector, reach was determined only for philan-
thropic projects. 92 philanthropic activities were identified.

International emphasis: 83 philanthropic projects had an
international focus with 30 implemented in Asia, 14 carried
out globally and 14 in Europe.
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Across the six public four-year universities in Washington State, 64 centers address issues related to economic development, poverty

and social justice.

Economic development: 28 centers promote economic
development, and 27 specialize in employment and income
generation.

Inequality and rights: 34 centers focus on economic and
social inequality and 20 promote human rights.

Political and policy leadership: 16 centers specialize in
policy, 15 focus on security, conflict and violence, and 13
promote democracy.

Technology: 18 centers demonstrate expertise in
infernet and communication technology and application.

Holistic approach: Of the 64 centers in Washington State
that address poverty and promote social justice, 24 also
address environmental sustainability and 29 address
global health concerns.

Equal international and domestic focus: 41 centers do inter-
national work, and 41 work domestically.
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For a copy of the report The Global State of Washington: A Focus on Economic Development, Poverty, & Social Justice

or for information on the Global State of Washington Initiative, please visit www.globalwa.org




